The International School of Macao Parents’ Association (TISPA)
General Meeting
Tuesday, 6th June 2017, 1:30pm
TIS — Conference Room

Agenda
Present
Nicole Hammer Laura Clarke Diane O’Keeffe Nick Chignall
Kat Scott Mary-Anne Jasinski Sarah Luvisutto Chris Coates
Wayney Hsie Louise Kewley Chris Ho Connie Johnson

Apologies: Howard Stribbell

Minutes of last meeting (2nd May)
Distributed on-line. No corrections noted. Accepted as correct.

Welcome

Head of Schools’ Report (Howard Stribbell - Absent - Mary-Anne Jasinksi)

- Many school projects are planned for this summer, the biggest one affecting the most people at
school is the moving around of all of the teachers into new classrooms. The Learning Lab is going
to be in the old Secondary Library and the Inclusive Department will be in the former Elementary
Library. The Learning Lab will give students the chance to work with technology and get support
and instruction and help facilitate the infusion of technology into their daily life. The Inclusive
Department will move into a larger space so that all counsellors, psychologists, etc. will be
working together under Rosanna Bawden, Head of Student Support.

- The glass bricks in the stairwells will be fixed

- Air Conditioning units will be replaced as well as lights in hallways and classrooms.

- A higher fence around the front of the school will be built and a bus gate will be added.

- The field, cantina and locker rooms project is on hold for a year.

New Head of School Update

- Multiple interviews with a panel of 4-8 people have been conducted

- Candidates range in age, experience, years of experience, years of admin experience, etc. each
bringing different strengths to the role

- Each candidate will be rated in a grid format based on the offical Head of School Profile
description and the top three candidates will be flown to TIS in the fall. All candidates are
Canadian.

Principal’s Reports
Elementary (Mary-Anne Jasinski)

- The final assembly will be held on Thursday, June 22 at 8:45. No assemblies will take place on June
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14 and 15.
= Clubs end this week.

- PK Orientation Evening was held in May and was well attended. New parents were given an
overview of what a day look like in Kindergarten.

- Pre-K to G3 at capacity for next school year with a waitlist in place.

- Year-end celebrations have started, including a G6 Go Girls Year-end celebration and a Leadership
team celebration.

- Dress-down day is June 23 (June 22 for Secondary due to exams starting on the 23rd) and the
divisional theme is Beach theme.

- Staggered Entry system for the new school year: Elementary students start with orientation on
August 30 (G4-9); Thursday August 31 is Orientation for SK-G3 and first day of school for G4-9.
Friday, September 1st is the first day for everyone from SK and up. Pre-K is staggered over 3 weeks.
Bussing starts up straight away for JK and up.

- Report Cards go home on June 28th, the last day of school. No report cards will get sent home
early even if families are leaving before the end of the school term. The report cards can be mailed
home if requested. It was asked how questions or concerns with report cards could be addressed,
as they are being sent home on the last day of school. Ms Jasinski added that Thursday, June 29 is
Collaboration Day for teachers at school and meetings can be scheduled on that day and Friday to
discuss any questions regarding the report cards. It was also noted that most parents wouldn’t
know this and possibly a message could be sent out or posted to let parents know that this is an
option for them.

Secondary (Chris Coates)

- Adisciplinary item was shared with the group in regards to issues in Secondary School (Division 3
& 4) with social media. Mr Coates noted that an emergency assembly had to be called to address
these issues and that students have been suspended and even expelled this past year because of
inappropriate behaviour via the various social media platforms. TIS is trying to teach the
students to be responsible and how to manage social media. Mr Coates referred to the recent
news from Harvard, where 10 kids got offers for a place at Harvard University, and after finding
evidence of inappropriate social media usage by the University, the offers were retracted. A lot
of eduction needs to be done on digital citizenship and being an ethical person. This leads
directly into the new Teacher Advisory Programme (TAP) that TIS will be introducing next year in
Secondary School. It will be incorporated into the curriculum with a 40-minute lesson per week,
which will address personal, social, and emotional topics. Two of the initial topics are Digital
Citizenship and Academic Honesty and are being planned now. In order to build this into the
existing curriculum, some shifting in the schedule is necessary. The proposed new schedule
allows for the TAP lesson and also solves the problem of a split Period 3 in the Secondary School
schedule. Please see attached the proposed new schedule and different options. Feedback is
requested and welcome and a parent evening talk will be scheduled prior to rolling out the new
programme.

Treasurer’s Report (Connie Johnson)
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Community Day Revenue: $16,520; Profit: $9,192
Pop-corn day Profit: $1,213
Arts Night: $4,055

Total amount in the bank: $213,698

Events Report

Events since last meeting:

*  Community Day
* TIS Disco
* Dress-Down Day Popcorn
* Arts Night
Upcoming events:
* Dress Down Day - Elementary (June 23); Secondary (June 22) Beach Theme
¢ Other upcoming Events

General Business

 TISPA funding the new House shirts being introduced next year. Approximate cost is $75,000
MOP. An official vote was conducted and unanimously approved to fund the full cost of the
House shirts.

» Kat Scott thanked Louise Kewley for organising another successful Arts Night event and also
thanked Mr Chignall for his help on the Community Day Committee and helping improve the
upcoming Community Days.

» The goal for TISPA and the Community Day Team is to get more families involved next year.

» More supervision staff have been requested at the Kiss n’ Ride area at pick up time which will be
implemented next year.

» The Welcome TISPA Coffee Morning to be scheduled for the first Thursday morning in
September.
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Confirm date for next meeting Next General Meeting date confirmed for Tuesday, September 12 at
1:30pm. in the Conference Room.
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