The International School of Macao Parents’ Association (TISPA)
General Meeting
Tuesday, 10th January 2017, 1:30pm
TIS — Conference Room

Agenda
Present
Mary-Anne Jasinski Laura Clarke Nicole Hammer Deb Troendle Scott Amanda Kiat
Santha Diane O’Keeffe Waynie Hsie Kat Scott Chris Ho
Sarah Luvisutto Louise Kewley Nick Chignall Bec Walker Cristina
Leong

Apologies: Howard Stribbell, Chris Coates, Connie Johnson

Minutes of last meeting (8th December)

Distributed on-line. No corrections noted. Accepted as correct.

Welcome

Head of Schools’ Report (Howard Stribbell - Absent) — See attached

Ms Jasinski gave a report on behalf of Mr. Stribbell.
- Playground has reopened and the normal routine has been put back into place for morning line

up and afternoon pick up. Ms Scott added that the overall feedback on the repair work has not
been very positive, in particular in regards to the many uneven surfaces still remaining and the
guality and state of the soft tiles. Ms Jasinski has made note of this and will bring it to Mr
Stribbell for review and follow up.

Security Status: Parent ID cards will be implemented after the Chinese New Year. It was
suggested that possibly a separate ID for Helpers could be created.

Parking is still problematic in the pick up and drop off area now that all students have returned.
Double parked cars are still causing blockages.

Staff Recruitment: Half of the 21 vacancies are now filled. TIS is using a company called Search
Associates, which has exploded the numbers of applicants in comparison to previous years. TIS
continues to seek a balance of new and experienced teachers. This year, TIS has also changed
the Notice Date for teachers to December 1, allowing for more time to seek qualified
replacements.

Transition Planning for the North Wing: The opening of Kindergarten Rooms has been moved to
August in order to avoid disrupting the younger children with such drastic changes mid-year.

Principal’s Reports

Elementary (Mary-Anne Jasinski)

- Ongoing meetings and interviews for recruitment are the main focus in Elementary at the
moment. This year there will be more internal transfers. Currently TIS offers 2-year contracts,
after which teachers can request to move to teach other grades. This gives teachers the
opportunity to acquire a bigger breadth of experience and makes them more employable.
Students could therefore be placed in the same teacher’s class for two different grades. Ms
Jasinski reiterated that should a parent or student have a concern with being placed in the same
teacher’s class for another grade, a meeting can be requested to review an alternative
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placement if possible.
- Recruitment should be finished for Kindergarten and Elementary by the end of January.

- Division 1 Assembly on Wednesday, December 11; Division 2 Assembly on Thursday, December
12.

= CNY Celebration and Dress down day is on January 20th. (Theme is Asian/Cultural Costumes)
- Way to Go Lunch is on January 25

- The big topic in Elementary this week is the confirmation of HIN1 at TIS. There are multiple fact
sheets and information posted on the TIS website and letters have been sent to parents of
students in classes with confirmed cases. There is a history and fear factor associated with this
strain of flu when it originated in 2008 and was a pandemic. It is no longer a pandemic but a
seasonal virus occurring every year and identical treatment is given as any other seasonal flu.
The key to containing HIN1 is quick identification. In Macau, HIN1 must be reported to DSEJ.
Yesterday, TIS had 1 confirmed case and today, there are 5 (Grades 1 and 4). Affected
classrooms have been disinfected and temperature checks are being performed in the mornings.
Should more confirmations come in today, the entire 3rd floor will be given temperature checks
in the morning. Additional sanitising equipment has been installed in classrooms.

Some parents have chosen to keep their children home from school.
It is strongly encouraged for parents to do daily body checks of their children.

Secondary (Chris Coates - absent)

Ms Jasinski gave the Secondary School report on behalf of Mr Coates. He wanted to apologise for
being absent at the December meeting due to a death in the family and emergency trip back to
Canada.

- Semester 1 exams are the last two weeks of January.

- Currently recruiting and increasing staff with IB experience. One teacher has been hired for IB
French and IB Business.

- Moving into the new wing after CNY. The Secondary office has now moved to the new building.

- Vanessa Wong is the new Secondary School Executive Assistant and will be working on
Experience Week in addition to all other administrative tasks for the Secondary School.

Treasurer’s Report (Connie Johnson - absent) (Kat Scott)

Christmas Giving Tree: TISPA spent $6000 MOP to buy additional presents needed for the
orphanages. $1000 was donated by the G10-11 Marketing Class.

It was asked if donations could be accepted, rather than gifts. Grade 3 did a fundraising and group
effort shopping for gifts, which was a fun experience. Grade 6 did the shoe boxes, which was great as
well, however some clearer guidelines should be given as to what to fill the boxes with.

It was suggested that general guidelines, price range and donation options should be given next year.
It should also be marketed better for higher participation and overall enthusiasms of this wonderful
initiative.

Pop-corn: $3,370 (51000 more than last year)
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Events Report

Events since last meeting:

* Dress-down day - December

* Christmas Tree

Upcoming events:
* Dress Down Day (January 20)

* TIS Disco - March 10
Ms Scott is requesting the use of the new Blackbox Theatre.

* Chinese New Year
Dress-down day and Chinese New Year celebrations fall on the same day so decorative bags
will be sourced for pop corn.

* Open House Day - February 18

¢ Other upcoming Events

General Business

Pollution Policy: Concerns about recent high pollution levels were discussed and the TIS Pollution
Policy was reviewed. Parents who are concerned about levels for sports and outdoor activities can ask
for their children to be excused from such sessions. High risk children (asthma, allergies, etc.) may
request to replace outdoor recess/PE with library sessions.

It was asked if the engines of the busses could be turned off now that the AC is not being used.

Tiger Bites: Some items have been removed from the Tiger Bites menu, such as the chocolate mousse
and garlic bread. It was again requested that the sports drinks be removed from Tiger Bites as well.
Circle K is off school premises and students are not allowed to go to Circle K before or during school.
Anything bought before or during school hours will be confiscated until school has finished.

Confirm date for next meeting Next General Meeting date confirmed for Tuesday, February 7th at
1:30 pm. in the Conference Room.
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