The International School of Macao Parents’ Association (TISPA)
General Meeting
Tuesday, 8th March 2016, 1:30pm
TIS — Secondary Library

Agenda
Present
David Spreadbury Wayne Hsie Sarah Luvisutto
Howard Stribbell Bec Walker Andrea Dryburgh
Kat Scott Louise Kewley Phong Ng
Laura Clarke Monica Gonzalez Diane O’Keeffe

No Apologies received.

Minutes of last meeting (16th February)

Distributed on-line. One Correction noted. Accepted as correct.

Welcome

Head of Schools’ Report (Howard Stribbell) - See attached

Alberta Accreditation Inspection: Overall very good report including six commendations, one
required change (a policy adjustment to reflect some recent changes in Alberta) and two
recommended changes.

Required and recommended changes include the areas of the Safe, Caring and Welcoming
policy, ensuring anti-bullying programs and mentoring programs are in place and transitional
issues and personalised learning areas are being addressed. TIS has been talking about these
issues for years and studying behaviours and the need of more care and sensitivity in this field.
Mr Stribbell mentioned a few detailed examples that The International School of Beijing are
doing in this area, to support this initiative.

The other recommendation was about inclusive education, as well as the assessment
practices. Parent communication was a big focus last year, however with the improvements
this year, the only focus that is recommended is to further engage parents into a bigger
involvement in the education process of their children.

Mr Stribbell asked for parent feedback, of those who may not be as involved as TISPA parents,
as to the improvements in communication that have been put into place recently. In general,
feedback on the new TIS App and communication in general, including the e-newsletter,
notifications, class blogs, etc. is extremely positive. The new APP is very well received and
parents love it.

The direct messages and notifications regarding the traffic and safety issues seem to have
been very effective. There are still a few minor issues, including the 4pm pick up time, as well
as some blockages due to double parking of drivers, however, in general, the safety issues
have been addressed and resolved.

Principal’s Reports

Secondary (David Spreadbury)

Focus is on Experience Week. Most trips leave on Saturday and come back Wednesday,
Thursday or Saturday. Communication is a big part of of the trips and blogs are in place with
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student-posted photos and comments throughout the trips.

The school is working closely with International SOS, for emergencies, safety, etc. The Zika
virus is in the news at the moment so TIS is encouraging students to pack plenty of mosquito
repellent. A question was raised in regards to the Eastern Europe trip concerning the borders
and heightened security due to the refugee situations, however Mr Spreadbury ensured the
group that all he necessary precautions have been put into place and teachers and support
staff are working with service providers to ensure that everything runs smoothly. Trip leaders
are designated to all trips and binders with emergency contact information, copies of
passports, etc. have been compiled, one of which stays at TIS.

A parent had a concern about the timing of the information sent home for these trips and that
some parents were caught off guard. Mr Spreadbury explained that the information, including
a brochure and a website, are given to students on October 1 and the deadline for the decision
on the trip destination is October 30. It appears that the communication is not always shared
by students at home, or at a much later date. It was suggested that the information be sent
home to parents at the same time as it is given to students, either electronically or in form of a
meeting, in order to ensure clear communication and details are had by all families.
Previously, information nights prior to the trips were held, however for high school, they were
never well attended. Mr Stribbell suggested that parents receive a notification at the time
students select their destination, confirming permission.

Another parent concern was raised in regards to the deposit on the experience week trip.
Some students were apparently told that the deposit would be lost, should a student cancel or
elect not to attend experience week. Mr Spreadbury explained that students who had not
completed the necessary forms for the trips by a certain date, after several requests from
teachers and Mr Spreadbury, received an invoice for the deposit amount. TIS will not hold a
deposit or fine students who do not attend experience week, however, due to regular last
minute cancelations in the past, this process had to be put into place.

It was asked if an option for students who don’t attend experience week could be offered at
school, doing special projects. Mr Stribbell and Mr Spreadbury explained that this is not a
possibility as all the teachers are on the trips, and that experience week is an integral part of
the TIS curriculum and a very important part of the secondary and high school experience. In
the past, there have been “work experience” options at Hope Medical Clinic, Dental Clinics,
and House of Dancing Waters, however the school really encourages all students to take part
in the experience week trips. Sport and Dance camps are also offered for those students who
can't go abroad, which include many activities such as riding, canoeing, rock climbing, team
sports and volunteer work.

It was also asked if parents could be involved in the selection of the destinations for the
experience week trips, however Mr Spreadbury explained that it’s always been a teacher-led
initiative as the trips tie in to the various subjects, service side and overall curriculum. Mr
Stribbell mentioned that this would be possible for the Middle School level as they are all
going on the same trip but very difficult at the high school level.

Mr Spreadbury also shared that this year, the participation is down slightly from about 90% to
roughly 70% due to the global situation and economic challenges.

It was suggested that students may need to become involved securing their experience week
trip by raising partial funds for the additional expense incurred. Mr Spreadbury and Mr
Stribbell explained that TIS discourages students from fundraising for these trips, but that they
would like to see them more involved in donating their time and awareness instead.
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Elementary (absent) - Mr Spreadbury
- Admissions is in full swing for the next 21 days. TIS was expecting over 1000 applications,
however, currently about 500 have been received, a majority being for PK. DSEJ has changed
the process for Pre-K applications. There will be 6 PK classes, 5 JK and SK each and 4 Grade 1-3
classes. When Phase 2 is complete, there will be 6 PK, 5 JK and SK, 5 Grade 1-6 and 4 Grade 7-
12!
- Report cards are coming up as well as the student-led conferences.

Treasurer’s Report (Andrea Dryburgh)

The last Popcorn day made $2950.

Kat Scott

Popcorn is getting more expensive in Macau so other options are being explored ,and the
supermarket below MamacCare has agreed to place our orders in HK for popcorn and sausages, at
wholesale prices.

The new BBQ will be delivered tomorrow! It will be used for Community Day on Saturday if assembly
goes smoothly this week and everything is in order.

The Disco will be held on April 15. Mrs Kiat will organise it with the Grade 6 student council like last
year. Mrs Kiat suggested increasing the ticket price from $20 to $25-30 MOP. Pizzas will be ordered
again, but no glow sticks will be given out. TISPA has volunteered to help on the night with set up and
admission. TISPA has to confirm if water will be donated again.

Ms Kewley provided the disco light last year, however she suggested trying to find a better alternative
and will ask a contact for help.

For International Book Day next year, it was suggested that the dress down day would tie in with this
event in March and a few other literary initiatives would be added. This year, TIS had Scholastic Book
Orders in early March, as well as two author visits.

Dress down day in March was always a fundraiser for TISPA’s Easter Raffle, where chocolates or $10
MOP were collected. This year, because TISPA is providing the chocolates, it will be a normal dress
down day (Casual Theme).

Events Report
Events since last meeting:

None
Upcoming events:

¢ Community Day March 12 - International Theme
Vegetarian burgers will be introduced. It has been very difficult to source these but Blissful
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Carrot has agreed to provide them for this event. (524 MOP cost) Apples and Bananas will
also be sold as a trial.

* Dress Down Day - March 18 (Causal theme)

* Easter Raffles
TISPA is buying the chocolates and assembling baskets. Tickets for raffle need to be
stamped and roster for selling tickets is in progress.

* Disco
Date set for April 15

General Business
* Pop corn machine
* The new BBQ has been purchased. The old BBQ will be kept and stored for a while as a back
up.

Confirm date for next meeting Tuesday, April 12th at 1:30 pm in the Secondary Library.
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