The International School of Macao Parents’ Association (TISPA)
General Meeting
Thursday 3rd October, 2013
TIS - Conference Room, Administration
Minutes

TISPA General Meeting	3rd October 2013	Minutes
Meeting commenced 2:00
Minutes of last meeting accepted on-line (no further errors noted)

Present:				Apologies
Louise Davies					Gwen Letelier
Lorna Elliott				Rin Yang 
Marissa Becker				Kathy Seto
Julie Kirkman
Rosita Ieong
Kylie Sara
Christie Kelso
Caroline Koutsouridis
Duante Goncalues (?)
Rita Ferreira
Howard Stribbell
David Spreadbury
Mary-Anne Jasinsk

Head of Schools’ Report (Howard Stribbell): 
See attached 
Budget – Non-profit school.  Therefore the budget is very tight.
Construction on additional building to begin over 2014 summer, continue during school year ‘14/15.  Currently taking soil samples to be submitted to Gov’t with development application.

Principal’s Reports
Elementary (Mary-Anne Jasinski):  Busy start to the year.  New teachers bringing new ideas. Collaboration between class teachers – spending time in each other’s classrooms when their own students are out of the room (eg PE).  Gives support, sharing of ideas.  In addition teachers are developing their own professional learning programs and these are being applied to classroom teaching and long-range planning.  Teachers continue to get to know the students and their families.  
The New gentle-entry structure is working well for kindergarten students.

Secondary (David Spreadbury):  Staff are working on the experience week programs.  Planning to have a brochure ready after Oct break.  This will give 6 or 7 options for children and their families to.  Then less popular programs will be eliminated children will choose from the remainder.  

Treasurer’s Report (Lorna Elliott): 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Summary Mid Autumn Festival – see attached.
· Current total of cash + bank balance MOP109318.50.
One teacher request from 2012/13 remains unclaimed (MOP3600)
Working Balance + 105718.50
· Welcome drinks cost MOP4741.  

Events Report (Marissa Becker):
Events since last meeting:	
· 13th Sept. Welcome drinks for parents.  Estimate >70 participants.  A great success, appreciated by staff and parents.  All present agreed well worth the $741 outlay.
* NB:  The date coincided with a concert at the Venetian.  Many people enjoyed a drink with TISPA before attending the concert – Good timing.
· 19th Sept. Mid-Autumn Festival 
Seemed appreciated by all.
Lucky-dip, glow-sticks, lanterns sold out. Bake sale a great success.  Pop-corn machine didn’t work.
Face-painting:  High school students did a wonderful job.  It was recommended that TISPA arrange a 
pizza lunch for student volunteer face-painters.  All present agreed.  Louise will contact Maureen Kelly to arrange this.	

Upcoming events:
· 6th Dec. Christmas Wonderland.  
	Stall
	“Manager”
	Volunteers
	Notes

	BBQ
	Kylie
	
	

	Drinks
	Caroline? (TBC)
	
	May be doing jewelry

	Mulled Wine
	Louise
	
	

	Bake Stall
	Lorna
	
	(See notes below)

	Gifts – Mums
	Caroline/Jayne? (TBC)
	
	

	· Dads
	
	
	

	· kids
	
	
	

	Lucky Dip
	
	
	

	Xmas Plants
	
	
	

	Snow-Man photos
	Julie
	Ben (son)? (TBC)
	Julie will ask Ben

	Chocolate (gifts)
	Anna Preece (TBC)
	
	Julie will ask 

	Christmas Biscuit Decorating
	Lisa? (TBC)
	
	Lorna will ask Lisa and Lorna will bake ginger-bread bickies.

	Santa
	Howard
	
	Howard has costume
Louise and Lorna will purchase candy canes.

	Businesses 
*No food/drinks
MOP200 per table. 
	
	
	Bookazine?
Louise and Marissa will contact those thought to be interested.


Julie will look into having 10 aprons made for use at BBQ etc.  ie: Red with Black ‘TIS’ plus pocket.  

· Community Days - Oct 26th.10:00-12:00 Nick Chignal Gr 5 teacher chairing committee.
(Halloween parties same day at The Westin 12:30-5:00 and Manhattan (time?).
· TIS BBQ and drinks. Marissa will call for volunteers.

· Dress Down Day - Thurs 31st Oct.  Hope to have pop-corn machine delivered in time.

· Not known whether Gr 6 students will operate a Halloween party.

General Business (Louise Davies/Gwen Letelier):
· Pop-corn machine:  Is no longer functioning.  Those present agreed to purchase a new one.  Louise has already sought quotes:  US85 + 76 shipping Louise will check dimensions and order.
Hot air method available about USD 400.  Concern noted about the flavor/moisture of the product.  Decided to stay with the oil-method.	
Suggestion: fairy-floss machine – perhaps from same machine supplier – save on delivery.  Decided to investigate price. Noted that due to the unhealthy product, should be reserved for special occasions.  Louise will enquire.

Date for next meeting: 
7th November 2013?
2pm, Conference Room, Administration

Meeting closed at 3:20
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