TISPA – Nov 6, 2014
Head of School Report

Walkathon
We would like to thank everyone who helped out at the Walkathon this year. We raised MOP124,462 (last year was MOP112,693) which will be used in classrooms to provide co-curricular enhancements such as field trips, guest speakers and extra resources.

Run of Hope
The Run of Hope was a huge success! It was great to have so many TIS participants and volunteers with over 500 people participating. TIS raised 145,474MOP through sponsorship and registration fees for Kiang Wu hospital and a local orphanage to help Four Seasons surpass the goal of 400,000MOP total.

Graduates and Alumni
Graduate composites are now posted in the foyer. Alumni stories are being shared through the school news blog. Alumni events are being planned for this coming year.

Experience Week & International Trips (follow at www.travelpod.com/members/tis)

Grade 5 – Zhaoqing, China – Nov 17-20
Grade 6 – Qingyuan, China – Nov 10-14
Grade 7 – Taiwan
Grade 8 – Chiang Mai, Thailand

Grade 9 - Japan
Experience Week 2015 –Japan (cultural), Japan (skiing), Indonesia (diving), Singapore, Sri Lanka. There are also a sports camp and a dance camp provided in Macau.
Other International Trips – in addition to competing in athletics (soccer, volleyball, basketball, golf, tennis), our students also travel for Model United Nations, GIN Conference, Math Olympics and Speech Competitions.

Laos Outreach
Nine TIS teachers went Luang Prabang, Laos from in October. They taught local teachers inquiry-based lessons that were then translated and taught in local schools. They assisted at the Library Project and visited last year’s intern’s village and rural school.

Traffic & Parking
Student drop off is quite fluid now with minimal wait times for parents. Student pick up has become more efficient as well with most K&R and bus students picked up by 3:15. We are concerned about the drivers who jump the queue and create unsafe situations or parents & children who do not use the zebra crossing. 

First Aid Training
All teaching staff who are hired at TIS are required to certified in first aid prior to coming to Macau. The Health and Safety Committee are currently reviewing how many staff are still certified and how many have expired by floor. We have recently found a company in Macau that can conduct training in English.

Report Cards and Parent Teacher Interviews
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondary report cards go home this Friday. Elementary report cards will go home Nov 21. Secondary Parent & Teacher interviews are being held Thursday, Nov 12 (3:30-8:00pm) and Friday, November 13 (8:30am-Noon).  Elementary interviews will be Nov 25 & 26 (4:30 to 7:30pm).

Remembrance Day Ceremony
A short 1-minute of silence will be observed on Nov 11 at 11am. While a Canadian tradition, we recognize and encourage students to identify with those who have fallen in war within their own contexts.

Student Fee Schedule
TIS currently collects tuition in 4 payments. 1-month deposit, and 3 3-month payments.  The board would like to reduce the number of payments and is solicited parent feedback on the following models:
· Semester based model: 1-month deposit, 4-month payment, 5-month payment
· Combining deposit with first trimester model: 4-month payment (includes deposit), 2 3-month payments.

Staying Connected
Our website is now available in Chinese! We have also launched a WeChat profile as it is a common social media for Chinese speakers. WeChat announcements will be sent in Chinese and English.

Upcoming Events
Nov 4		TISPA Meeting
Nov 5		Grades 4 to 6 Assembly
Nov 5		University of Western Ontario Visit
Nov 6-9	Student Group participates in Model UN (Xiamen)
Nov 7		Secondary Report Cards go home
Nov 7		CanCham/TIS Network Event
Nov 8		SAT Exams
Nov 9		DSEJ Cross Country Meet
Nov 10-14	Grade 6 on Qingyuan Trip
Nov 12-14	ACAMIS Golf Tournament
Nov 12-19	Clive Hickson (UofA) Visit
Nov 12	SK – Gr.3 Assembly
Nov 13	ASMA Math Competition
Nov 13	Secondary Parent/Teacher Interviews (3:30-8 pm)
Nov 14	Extra Curricular Session I Ends
Nov 14	No School for Secondary Students
Nov 14	Secondary Parent/Teacher Interviews (am); Secondary Teacher Off (pm)
Nov 17-20	Gr. 5 Trip to Zhaoqing
Nov 19	Team from Singapore Visit (ECE Special Needs)
Nov 19	‘Way to GO!’ Winners Lunch with Ms. Jazz
Nov 20-21	Flu Vaccinations
Nov 21	Dress Down Day
Nov 21	PK – Gr.6 Report Cards go home
Nov 24-25	Miggie Shum Visit (Speech-Language Therapist)
Nov 25	PK – Gr.6 Parent/Teacher Interviews (4:30-7:30 pm)
Nov 26	PK – Gr.6 Parent/Teacher Interviews (4:30-7:30 pm)
Nov 27-29	Secondary Drama Production
Nov 28	No School for PK-Gr.6 Students or Staff
Nov 30	School Fees Due (2nd Installment)
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