TISPA – Nov 7, 2013
Head of School Report

Walkathon
We would like to thank everyone who helped out at the Walkathon this year. We raised MOP112,693 (last year was MOP102,000) which will be used in classrooms to provide co-curricular enhancements such as field trips, guest speakers and extra resources.

Run of Hope
The Run of Hope was a huge success. It was great to have so many TIS participants and volunteers.  Over 270,000MOP was raised for Kiang Wu hospital and a local orphanage.

University Board
Take a look at the new university board by the school store. We are very proud of the 100+ universities and colleges who have offered admissions to our students.

Experience Week & International Trips (follow at www.travelpod.com/members/tis)

Grade 5 – Zhaoqing, China – next week
Grade 6 – Qingyuan, China – this week
Grade 7 – Taiwan
Grade 8 – Chiang Mai, Thailand

Grade 9 - Cambodia
Experience Week 2014 – India, Russia, Korea (skiing), Korea (not skiing), Cebu (diving), Malaysia. There are also a sports camp and a dance camp provided in Macau.
Other International Trips – in addition to competing in athletics (soccer, volleyball, basketball, golf, tennis), our students also travel for Model United Nations, GIN Conference, Math Olympics and Speech Competitions

Parent Coffee Time
Previous session on homework and tutors was well attended. The next session is on Nov 21 and will be about the Chinese and Math curriculums at 8:30am in the secondary library.

Food Services Committee
Trent Newcomb, Director of Boarding, is forming a Food Services Committee and is soliciting members and feedback for an inaugural meeting later in November. The committee will work alongside Future Bright to ensure that we are meeting the needs of students and families. 

Staffing
Potential positions will soon be posted on the school website. Teachers do not need to give formal notice until the start of January. We are expecting there to be less turnover compared to last year. Due to the limits on the facility, we are expecting to only open a couple new classes. This will lead to slightly larger classes and more waiting lists. Current average class sizes are:
	
	2012-13
	2013-14
	

	Kindergarten
	16.3
	19.0
	

	Grade 1-6
	18.6
	20.6
	

	Grade 7-9
	20.7
	21.4
	






Report Cards and Parent Teacher Interviews
Secondary report cards go home this Friday. Elementary report cards will go home next Friday. Parent & Teacher interviews are being held Thursday, Nov 21 (3:30-8:00pm) and Friday, November 22 (8:30am-Noon). 

Staying Connected
SMS Service – being piloted for staff and hope to expand to students and parents before typhoon season
Facebook – now over 1000 likes!
Newsletter – it is now a blog – follow along at news.tis.edu.mo You can also sign up on the page to have the articles delivered to your email

Upcoming Events
Secondary Report Cards – Friday, November 8
Elementary Report Cards – Friday, November 15
[bookmark: _GoBack]NO SCHOOL – Friday, November 22
Session 1 of Extra Curricular Activities Ends – Friday, November 15
Parent Coffee Time – Mandarin and Math Curriculums – Thursday, November 21
Parent/Teacher Interviews – Thursday, November 21 and Friday, November 22
Secondary School Play – 12 Angry Jurors – Nov 27 and 28
TISPA Christmas Wonderland – Dec 6
Grade 1-3 Christmas Concert – Dec 10 6:00pm
Grade 4-6 Christmas Concert – Dec 12 7:00pm
Secondary Christmas Concert – Dec 17 7:00pm
Kindergarten Christmas Celebration – Dec 18 9am
Christmas Break – Dec 20 – Jan 5
Classes Resume – Jan 6 
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